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HISTORY OF 
HEALTH

AND SAFETY

19th Century – first legislation in UK

1950 – International Labour Organization
& World Health Organization – provide a
definition for OH&S
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OHSAS 18001:1999
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PLAN. DO. CHECK. ACT
Plan – identify and assess risks and
opportunities, establish objectives and processes
Do – implement the processes, as planned
Check – monitor, measure and report results
Act – improve performance
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High Level Structure (like ISO 9001 or ISO
14001)

� Chapter 4 – 10 include actual requirements

� All requirements are mandatory

� First international standard that sets
requirements for an occupational health &safety management 
system
OHSAS 18001 is withdrawn
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� Workers;
� Authorities;
� Local community;
� Subcontractors and suppliers;
� Customers;
� Unions and worker organizations;
� Non-governmental organizations;
� Parent organizations;
� Shareholders;
� Medical and emergency services;
� OH&S organizations ….
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Competence requirements depend on: Current duties, work environment, 
OH&S hazards and risks, controls, legal requirements, potential 
consequences of non-compliance …

����	�����##�+����������������������+	
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Workers should be aware of:

- OH&S risks and controls;

- OH&S policy and objectives 

- Personal contribution to the OH&S management 
system

- Consequences of not complying to requirements 

- OH&S incidents and outcomes of investigations

- Emergency precautions .
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Develop plans for emergency situations aimed at limiting 
the impact, protecting the life and health of individuals and 
providing first aid.

Plans should include:

- who coordinates the response

- who to contact

- materials and equipment

- emergency exits

- storage of hazardous substances

- how to limit the impact
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